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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, §1.97 and §1.98, documents that may be material to the 
examination of this application are listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, A copy of reference Y is 
enclosed. 

No inference should be drawn that the cited documents represent a comprehensive 
investigation, or that any disclosure in the cited documents is equivalent to the subject invention. 

The cited documents disclose numerous specific features. However, there has been no 
attempt to enumerate each and every feature disclosed by each document. The Examiner is 
requested to review these documents and to determine the extent of the materiality of the document 
disclosures, if any, with respect to the present invention. 

The discussion of any art and the citation of any document is not to be construed as an 
admission that the art or document disclosure is necessarily within the invention field of endeavor, 
that the art or document disclosure is necessarily prior in time to a particular date which may be 
relevant to the instant patent application, and/or that the art or document disclosure is otherwise 
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necessarily prior art as defined by the patent laws with respect to the instant invention and 
application. 

Also, applicant reserves the right to later set forth how the claimed invention is distinguished 
over the disclosure of any document or other art, including the disclosures of the art and documents 
recited herein, and that may be cited by the Examiner in rejecting a claim in the present application. 

The recitation herein of the art and documents is not to be construed as an assertion that 
more pertinent art could not possibly be in existence. 

Please charge any fees due in connection with this document to our Deposit Account No. 
15-0508. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 



Dated: May 17, 2004 By: 

Michael A. Hierl, Reg. No. 29,807 

OLSON & HIERL, LTD. 

20 North Wacker Drive, 36th Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 

(312) 580-1180 
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I hereby certify that this paper and any attachments are being deposited with the U.S. Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on May 17, 2004 




Michael A. Hierl 




MAY 2 0 2004 ^1 

J^/r A'/ Sheet 1 of 1 
3A^^5_ -7^H¥- 1 1 



INFORMATION DISt:ii0^i3iE'<^ATI0N 


Atty. Docket No. HKM-OI 


Serial No. 


10/666,457 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Applicant 


Harischandra K. Mhatre 














Filing Date 


September 19, 2003 






Group 3738 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial 




Document Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
if Appropriate 




A 




lu/iyoD 


Bokros et al. 










D 

a 




^/lyoo 


Bokros et al. 














0/1 mA 

y/iy /u 


Bokros et al. 










U 


3,M7,070 


11/1 ATA 

12/1970 


Bokros et al. 










fc 


'J ATA ITO 


T / 1 AT^ 


Bokros 










r 


DC 11 nyin 
Kil jl,U4U 


3/ 1978 


Possis 










\j 


/I niC /CCS 


T/l AD1 


Hanson et al. 










TJ 

rl 




i/iyoz 


Klawitter 










T 
1 




^ / I AOO 


Klawitter 










T 
J 


4,32J>,jyZ 


C/1 AOO 

5/1962 


Klawitter 










fv 


H OCT 11 € 

4,357,715 


1 1 / I AQ'^ 

11/iyoz 


Klawitter 










T 

L 


A /1 1 A /V>(1 

4,4l0,U2y 


1 1 /I AQ'3 

ii/iyo3 


Raster 










M 


4,4jl,y37 


o/iyo4 


Klawitter 










IN 


4,ooy,U40 


Q/1 AQT 

o/iyo7 


Bokros 










U 


4,731,075 


'3/1 AOO 

3/iyoo 


Gallo Mezo et al. 










r 


/I OAO 1 OA 


AOA 

2/1989 


Johnson 










Q 


4,863.458 


9/1989 


Bokros 










R 


4,863.467 


9/1989 


Bokros 










S 


4,888.010 


12/1989 


Bokros 










T 


4,935.030 


6/1990 


Alonso 










U 


5,061,278 


10/1991 


Bicer 










V 


5,078.738 


1/1992 


Couetil 










w 


5,152,785 


10/1992 


Bokros et al. 










X 


5,326.372 


7/1994 


Mhatre et al. 










OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, etc.) 




Y 


KALKE. et al.. "Evaluation of a Double-Leaflet Prosthetic Heart Valve of New Design for Clinical Use," Chapter 19, in 
Prosthetic Heart Valves, L.A. Brewed (Ed.), pp. 285-302, 1969 


Examiner 


Date Considered 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form widi next communication to Applicant. 



